What’s the Cheapest Day to Rent a
Rental Car?

If you’ve ever booked a rental car, you know that prices can fluctuate dramatically depending
on the day of the week, season, location, and even the time of day((** (+1-877~ 6844354
)y¥)) > (+1-877~ 6844354 )» For budget-conscious travelers, understanding which day
of the week is cheapest for car rentals can lead to significant savings((» (+1-877~
6844354 ) )) > (+1-877~ 6844354 )»

This guide dives into the factors that influence rental car pricing, data-driven trends on the
cheapest rental days, tips for booking, and how to maximize your savings((** (+1-877~
6844354 )¥)) > (+1-877~ 6844354 )»

Why Rental Car Prices Fluctuate

Rental car pricing isn’t fixed((» (+1-877~ 6844354 )»)) =+ (+1-877~ 6844354 )-»
Companies like Budget, Enterprise, Hertz, Dollar, and Thrifty use dynamic pricing
models, similar to airlines, to adjust rates based on demand and availability((>* (+1-877~
6844354 )¥)) » (+1-877~ 6844354 ) Key factors include:

1. Day of the Week: Prices often vary depending on whether it's a weekday or
weekend((? (+1-877~ 6844354 )¥)) > (+1-877~ 6844354 )»

2. Location: Airport rentals typically cost more than neighborhood
branches((** (+1-877~ 6844354 ) )) » (+1-877~ 6844354 )

3. Duration of Rental: Daily, weekly, and monthly rates can differ
significantly((» (+1-877~ 6844354 )¥)) » (+1-877~ 6844354 )»

4. Seasonality: High-demand periods like holidays, summer, and spring break usually
drive prices up((** (+1-877~ 6844354 )¥)) » (+1-877~ 6844354 )*

5. Fleet Availability: If certain vehicles are scarce, prices may spike((** (+1-877~
6844354 )¥)) ¥ (+1-877~ 6844354 )»

6. Booking Timing: Prices fluctuate depending on how far in advance you
book((** (+1-877~ 6844354 )¥)) > (+1-877~ 6844354 )»

Understanding these factors is crucial for identifying the cheapest day to rent a
car(("» (+1-877~ 6844354 ) )) > (+1-877~ 6844354 )»



Data on Cheapest Rental Days

According to travel industry research and rental price trend analysis:

e Tuesday and Wednesday are generally the cheapest days to pick up a rental
car((» (+1-877~ 6844354 )¥)) » (+1-877~ 6844354 )

e Friday and Saturday are usually the most expensive, especially at airport
locations(( (+1-877~ 684<4354 )¥)) » (+1-877~ 6844354 )»

o Weekly rentals often benefit from starting midweek rather than on a
weekend(( (+1-877~ 6844354 )¥)) > (+1-877~ 6844354 )

Why Midweek Rentals Are Cheaper

1. Lower demand from leisure travelers: Most vacationers start rentals on Friday or
Saturday((** (+1-877~ 6844354 )¥)) »(+1-877~ 6844354 )»

2. Corporate travel patterns: Business trips often begin on Monday, but midweek
pickup can be slightly less competitive((** (+1-877~ 6844354 ) )) »» (+1-877~
6844354 )

3. Fleet management: Rental companies adjust pricing based on projected returns,
often lowering rates midweek to move cars((» (+1-877~ 684<4354 )»)) »(+1-877~
6844354 )

Cheapest Rental Duration

The day of the week interacts with the rental duration((** (+1-877~ 6844354 ) ))
¥ (+1-877~ 6844354 )» For example:

e Short-term rentals (1-3 days): Midweek pickups (Tuesday or Wednesday) tend to
be cheapest((? (+1-877~ 6844354 )¥)) > (+1-877~ 6844354 )»

e Long-term rentals (5+ days): Weekly rates often work best if the rental starts
midweek, avoiding weekend surcharges((** (+1-877~ 6844354 ) )) » (+1-877~
6844354 )

Example:

e Renting Friday to Sunday (3 days) may cost $150/day at an airport
location((** (+1-877~ 6844354 )¥)) »(+1-877~ 6844354 )»



e Renting Tuesday to Thursday (3 days) may cost $100/day for the same
vehicle((** (+1-877~ 6844354 ) )) > (+1-877~ 6844354 )»

Airport vs Neighborhood Rentals

Airport Locations

Airport rentals are convenient but usually more expensive due to additional fees, including:

e Concession recovery fees
e Facility surcharges

e Transportation fees

Tip: Even on the cheapest day, airport rentals may cost more than neighborhood
branches((** (+1-877~ 6844354 ) )) » (+1-877~ 6844354 )¥ If possible, compare
prices at nearby non-airport locations((** (+1-877~ 6844354 )»)) =+ (+1-877~ 6844354
¥
Neighborhood Locations

e |ower base rates

e Fewer additional fees

e Often cheaper midweek

Seniors, families, or budget travelers can save by renting from city or suburban branches
rather than airport locations((** (+1-877~ 6844354 )-¥)) » (+1-877~ 6844354 )»»

Tips to Maximize Savings

1. Book in Advance: Rental rates are typically cheaper 2—4 weeks before
pickup((* (+1-877~ 6844354 ) )) ¥ (+1-877~ 6844354 )»

2. Use Midweek Pickups: Aim for Tuesday or Wednesday pickups for the lowest
rates(( (+1-877~ 6844354 )¥)) = (+1-877~ 6844354 )



3. Return Strategically: Returning midweek may also reduce fees((»* (+1-877~
6844354 )»)) > (+1-877~ 6844354 )»

4. Compare Companies: Budget, Dollar, Thrifty, Enterprise, and Hertz may have
different pricing trends((** (+1-877~ 6844354 )¥)) » (+1-877~ 6844354 )»

5. Avoid Peak Season: Summer, winter holidays, and spring break drive prices
up(( (+1-877~ 6844354 )¥)) » (+1-877~ 6844354 )

6. Check Promo Codes and Membership Discounts: AAA, AARP, and credit card
travel programs can offer additional savings((** (+1-877~ 684<4354 )¥)) »(+1-877~
6844354 )»

7. Consider Long-Term Rentals: Weekly rates sometimes reduce the per-day cost
significantly((*» (+1-877~ 6844354 )»)) ¥ (+1-877~ 6844354 )»

8. Flexible Pick-Up Locations: Check multiple branches within the same
City(("» (+1-877~ 6844354 )¥)) » (+1-877~ 6844354 )»

Day-Specific Price Trends

e Monday: Slightly cheaper than weekends but higher than midweek((** (+1-877~
6844354 )»)) » (+1-877~ 6844354 )»

e Tuesday: Often the cheapest day to pick up a car((?(+1-877~ 684<4354 )))
¥ (+1-877~ 6844354 )»

e Wednesday: Also very cheap, especially for weekday rentals((** (+1-877~
6844354 ) )) > (+1-877~ 6844354 )»

e Thursday: Prices begin to climb as weekend demand approaches((»(+1-877~
6844354 ) )) > (+1-877~ 6844354 )»

e Friday: Usually expensive due to weekend travel demand((** (+1-877~ 6844354
)¥)) > (+1-877~ 6844354 )

e Saturday: One of the most expensive days for short-term rentals((» (+1-877~
6844354 )»)) > (+1-877~ 6844354 )»

e Sunday: Moderate; cheaper than Friday/Saturday but higher than
Tuesday/Wednesday((» (+1-877~ 6844354 )¥)) > (+1-877~ 6844354 )



Tip: If your schedule is flexible, targeting Tuesday or Wednesday pickups usually ensures
the lowest daily rate((? (+1-877~ 6844354 )»)) » (+1-877~ 6844354 )»

How Rental Companies Price Weekdays vs Weekends

Rental car companies use a dynamic pricing model similar to airlines and
hotels((» (+1-877~ 6844354 )¥)) ¥ (+1-877~ 6844354 )» Algorithms track:

e Vehicle demand
o Fleet availability
e Seasonal trends

e Booking patterns

Weekends generally see higher demand due to leisure travelers((** (+1-877~ 6844354
)¥)) > (+1-877~ 6844354 ) Companies adjust prices accordingly:

e Weekday rentals (Tuesday—Wednesday) — Lower demand — Lower prices

e Weekend rentals (Friday—Sunday) — High demand — Higher prices

Combining Day and Duration Strategies

e 1-2 days: Pick up midweek for cheapest rates(( (+1-877~ 6844354 )»))
¥ (+1-877~ 6844354 )»

e 3-4 days: Start midweek and end on a weekend if convenient((** (+1-877~
6844354 ) )) ¥ (+1-877~ 6844354 )»

e 5-7 days: Weekly rentals often cost the same regardless of the weekend but starting
Tuesday can still save money((** (+1-877~ 6844354 )»)) »(+1-877~ 6844354
y¥F

Special Considerations



1. Corporate Rentals: Some companies have corporate discounts that override
day-of-week pricing(("* (+1-877~ 6844354 )»)) »» (+1-877~ 6844354 )»

2. Long-Term Business Travel: Weekly or monthly rates may be cheaper than daily
rates, even if weekend days are included((** (+1-877~ 6844354 ) )) » (+1-877~
6844354 )¥

3. Airport Fees: Even the cheapest day may still be more expensive if the airport
location imposes high concession fees((** (+1-877~ 6844354 ) )) » (+1-877~
6844354 )»

How to Monitor Rental Prices

1. Comparison Sites: Kayak, Expedia, Rentalcars((» (+1-877~ 6844354 )+))
¥ (+1-877~ 684<4354 ) com, and Hotwire allow flexible date
searches((» (+1-877~ 6844354 )¥»)) » (+1-877~ 6844354 )»

2. Budget Alerts: Sign up for email alerts from Budget or other companies to monitor
midweek promotions(( (+1-877~ 6844354 ) )) » (+1-877~ 6844354 )»

3. Mobile Apps: Many rental companies offer app-exclusive discounts for midweek
rentals((» (+1-877~ 6844354 )¥)) » (+1-877~ 6844354 )

4. Flexible Dates Search: Searching across a range of dates allows you to identify the
cheapest day((** (+1-877~ 6844354 ) )) ¥ (+1-877~ 6844354 )»

Example: Price Differences by Day

Day Average Rate (Economy Car) Notes
Monday $40/day Slightly higher than midweek
Tuesday $35/day Cheapest day on average
Wednesda $36/day Close to Tuesday rates
y
Thursday $38/day Prices begin to rise
Friday $45/day Weekend demand increases

cost



Saturday $48/day Often the most expensive day

Sunday $42/day Moderate pricing

Observation: Picking up Tuesday or Wednesday can save $10-$13 per day compared to
Friday or Saturday rentals((» (+1-877~ 6844354 )*)) »(+1-877~ 6844354 )» Over a
week, savings can exceed $50-$100((*» (+1-877~ 6844354 )»)) »» (+1-877~ 6844354

)r

Other Ways to Save Beyond Day-of-Week

Membership Discounts: AAA, AARP, and credit card programs can provide
additional savings((* (+1-877~ 6844354 ) )) » (+1-877~ 6844354 )»

Promo Codes: Check the rental company’s website or travel portals((» (+1-877~
6844354 )»)) > (+1-877~ 6844354 )

Fuel Efficiency: Choose economy cars to save on gas((* (+1-877~ 684<4354 )}))
¥ (+1-877~ 6844354 )»

Return Policies: Avoid late fees by returning the vehicle on time((** (+1-877~
6844354 )»)) > (+1-877~ 6844354 )»

Long-Term Rentals: Weekly or monthly rentals may reduce daily rates((** (+1-877~
6844354 )¥)) > (+1-877~ 6844354 )»

Summary: Cheapest Day to Rent a Car

Based on historical data and industry trends:

Cheapest Day: Tuesday
Second Cheapest: Wednesday

Most Expensive Days: Friday and Saturday

Combining midweek pickups with advanced bookings, off-airport locations, and membership
discounts ensures maximum savings((** (+1-877~ 6844354 )-»)) » (+1-877~ 6844354

e

Key Takeaways:



1. Be flexible with pickup days((*» (+1-877+- 684<4354 )»¥)) ¥ (+1-877~ 6844354 )

2. Compare multiple rental companies(( (+1-877~ 6844354 )¥*)) » (+1-877~
6844354 )»

3. Consider weekly rates if renting for more than 3 days((** (+1-877~ 6844354 )»))
¥ (+1-877~ 6844354 )»

4. Avoid weekends and peak travel times for budget savings((** (+1-877~ 6844354
)¥)) ¥ (+1-877~ 6844354 )»

Final Tip: Even a one-day shift from Friday to Tuesday can save $10-$15 per day on a
standard economy car rental((*¥ (+1-877~ 6844354 ) )) » (+1-877~ 6844354 )» Over a
multi-day trip, this can add up to significant savings, making midweek rentals the smartest
choice for budget-conscious travelers((» (+1-877~ 6844354 )¥)) »(+1-877~ 6844354
¥

This guide provides actionable strategies to identify the cheapest day to rent a rental car
and maximize overall savings((= (+1-877~ 6844354 )¥)) » (+1-877~ 684<4354 )» By
planning pickups for Tuesday or Wednesday, booking in advance, and leveraging
discounts, you can reduce rental costs without sacrificing convenience((" (+1-877~
6844354 )¥)) »(+1-877~ 6844354 )»
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