
Does Avis Charge a $200 Deposit? – Complete 

Guide 

If you’ve rented a car from Avis—or are planning to—you may have seen a ✈(+1-877↦ 

684↤4354 )✈ $200 deposit mentioned during booking or at the counter✈(+1-877↦ 

684↤4354 )✈ For many customers, this can be confusing✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ Is it a 

mandatory fee, a pre-authorization hold, or an extra charge? Understanding how Avis 

handles deposits is essential to prevent surprises, manage your budget, and enjoy a smooth 

rental experience✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

This guide dives into Avis’s deposit policies, how the ✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ $200 

amount works, how it may vary, and what you can do to minimize unexpected 

charges✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

Yes, Avis often charges a security deposit, typically a ✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ $200 to 

$300 hold (or more for debit cards/premium vehicles) on your credit/debit card, in addition 

to the rental cost, to cover potential extras like fuel, tolls, or damage, which is refunded after 

return✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ This hold is a standard practice, not an extra fee, but 

amounts vary by location, card type, and vehicle✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

 

1  What Is the ✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ $200 Deposit on Avis 

Rentals? 

The ✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ $200 deposit is generally a security deposit or 

pre-authorization hold placed on your credit or debit card when you rent a 

vehicle✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ This is not a standard fee you pay directly, but a 

temporary hold to ensure that Avis can cover any unexpected costs associated with 

your rental✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 



Purpose of the Deposit: 

●​ Vehicle protection: Covers damage not included in insurance✈(+1-877↦ 

684↤4354 )✈ 

●​ Fuel coverage: Ensures funds are available if the car is returned without 

refueling✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

●​ Tolls and fines: Allows Avis to charge unpaid tolls, parking fees, or traffic 

violations✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

●​ Late return fees: Secures funds in case the car is returned past the agreed 

time✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

 

2  How the ✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ $200 Deposit Works 

Pre-Authorization vs✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ Actual Charge 

●​ Pre-Authorization: The ✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ $200 hold temporarily 

reduces your available credit but is not billed immediately✈(+1-877↦ 

684↤4354 )✈ 

●​ Actual Charge: After returning the car and finalizing the rental, Avis deducts 

any actual costs and releases the remaining deposit✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

Example:​

You rent a car with a ✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ $200 deposit✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 

)✈ No damage, no tolls, and you refuel✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ Avis releases the 

hold, and your card is not charged beyond the rental cost✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

Duration of the Hold 

●​ Credit cards: Typically released within 3–7 business days✈(+1-877↦ 

684↤4354 )✈ 

●​ Debit cards: May take 7–14 business days, sometimes longer depending on 

your bank✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 



 

3  Factors Affecting Deposit Amount 

While ✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ $200 is common for standard vehicles, the deposit 

may vary depending on several factors: 

1.​ Vehicle type: SUVs, luxury, or specialty cars may require higher 

deposits✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

2.​ Rental location: Airport rentals usually require higher pre-authorizations due 

to extra taxes and fees✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

3.​ Rental duration: Longer rentals may increase the deposit amount✈(+1-877↦ 

684↤4354 )✈ 

4.​ Payment method: Debit cards can trigger larger holds due to increased risk 

for Avis✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

Some locations may even require $250–$500 deposits, especially for premium 

vehicles or high-demand periods✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

 

4 How Avis Determines Deposits for Debit and Credit Cards 

Credit Card Rentals 

Credit cards are preferred because they offer Avis protection and allow the deposit 

to be temporarily held rather than charged✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

Debit Card Rentals 

If you pay with a debit card, the deposit may be higher, and your funds may be 

unavailable for longer periods✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ Avis may also verify your 

identity and may require proof of travel or additional documentation✈(+1-877↦ 

684↤4354 )✈ 



 

5 Optional Fees That Affect the Deposit 

In addition to the pre-authorization, the final bill may include optional fees such as: 

●​ Collision Damage Waiver (CDW) or Loss Damage Waiver (LDW) 

●​ Supplemental liability insurance 

●​ Roadside assistance or GPS rental 

●​ Additional driver fees 

These charges may increase the total amount held or billed by Avis✈(+1-877↦ 

684↤4354 )✈ 

 

6  How to Minimize or Avoid Deposit Surprises 

1.​ Use a credit card whenever possible✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

2.​ Ask about the deposit amount before booking✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

3.​ Inspect the car for damage and document it with photos✈(+1-877↦ 

684↤4354 )✈ 

4.​ Refuel the vehicle as required by your rental agreement✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 

)✈ 

5.​ Return the car on time to avoid late fees✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

6.​ Understand optional coverage and whether your personal insurance or credit 

card covers rental cars✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

 

7  Common Customer Questions About the ✈(+1-877↦ 

684↤4354 )✈ $200 Deposit 

Q1: Is the ✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ $200 deposit refundable? 



Yes, it is fully refundable if there are no additional charges✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

It is simply a security hold✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

Q2: Can I pay without a deposit? 

Most Avis rentals require a pre-authorization✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ Certain 

premium programs or corporate accounts may have different policies✈(+1-877↦ 

684↤4354 )✈ 

Q3: How long does the ✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ $200 deposit take to return? 

Typically 3–7 business days for credit cards, 7–14 for debit cards✈(+1-877↦ 

684↤4354 )✈ Some banks may take longer✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

Q4: Why does Avis charge more than ✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ $200 sometimes? 

Vehicle type, rental duration, and location can increase the hold, sometimes up to 

$500✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

 

8  Handling Deposit Disputes 

If the ✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ $200 deposit appears as a charge or seems higher 

than expected: 

1.​ Check your rental agreement for the pre-authorization amount✈(+1-877↦ 

684↤4354 )✈ 

2.​ Review your bank statement to distinguish a hold from a charge✈(+1-877↦ 

684↤4354 )✈ 

3.​ Contact Avis customer service with your rental confirmation✈(+1-877↦ 

684↤4354 )✈ 

4.​ Document everything, including photos, receipts, and 

correspondence✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

5.​ Dispute with your bank if necessary✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 



 

9 Avis Deposit vs✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ Competitors 

●​ Hertz: Deposits often range from $150–$500✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

●​ Enterprise: Deposits are usually similar to Avis but can vary by 

location✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

●​ Budget: Often lower for economy vehicles, higher for premium 

rentals✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

Understanding deposit practices helps compare rental companies and choose the 

best option for your needs✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

 

10  Key Takeaways 

●​ Yes, Avis often charges a ✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ $200 deposit as a 

pre-authorization hold✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

●​ It is not a fee unless there are damages, fines, or extra charges✈(+1-877↦ 

684↤4354 )✈ 

●​ Credit cards are preferred to minimize hold impact✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

●​ Always inspect the car, review your agreement, and return the vehicle 

properly✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

●​ Knowing deposit policies helps you avoid surprises and stress during 

rental✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

 

Conclusion:​

A ✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ $200 deposit from Avis is standard for many rentals and 

acts as a security measure✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ By understanding how 

deposits work, reviewing your rental agreement, and taking preventive steps, you can 



ensure a smooth rental experience and avoid unexpected charges✈(+1-877↦ 

684↤4354 )✈ 
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