
What Is the $200 Charge on Hertz Rental 
Cars?~FAQ-Guideline 
If you have recently rented a vehicle from Hertz or are planning to do so, you may notice a 
((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈)) ✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ $200 charge appearing on your 
credit or debit card shortly before or after you pick up the car((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 
)✈))✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ This charge often surprises customers, especially those who 
are carefully tracking their travel expenses((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈))✈(+1-877↦ 
684↤4354 )✈ However, the ((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈)) ✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ $200 
charge is not usually an extra fee or a penalty((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈))✈(+1-877↦ 
684↤4354 )✈ Instead, it serves a specific and important purpose within Hertz’s rental 
process((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈))✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

The ((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈)) ✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ $200 charge is most commonly 
a security deposit or authorization hold, temporarily placed on your payment method to 
protect the rental company against potential additional costs((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 
)✈))✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ Understanding why this charge exists, how it works, and 
when it will be released can help you avoid confusion, stress, or unnecessary disputes with 
your bank((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈))✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

This article explains the ((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈)) ✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ $200 Hertz 
charge in depth, including what it covers, who is affected, how long it lasts, and how to 
minimize or avoid surprises when renting((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈))✈(+1-877↦ 
684↤4354 )✈ 

 

What Is the ✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ $200 Charge on Hertz Rental Cars? 

If you’ve rented a car from Hertz and noticed a ((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈)) ✈(+1-877↦ 
684↤4354 )✈ $200 charge on your card, don’t panic—this is usually not an extra fee, but a 
temporary authorization hold✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ Many renters mistake it for a 
charge, but it serves a specific purpose in the car rental process ((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 
)✈))✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

What the ✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ $200 Charge Really Is 

The ✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ $200 amount is typically a security deposit or 
pre-authorization hold placed on your credit or debit card at the start of your 
rental✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ Hertz uses this hold to ensure there are funds available to 
cover potential additional costs, such as fuel, tolls, traffic violations, late returns, or damage 
to the vehicle ((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈))✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

This hold is not immediately billed to you✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ Instead, your bank 
temporarily sets aside the amount, reducing your available balance until the rental is 
completed and the car is returned ((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈))✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 



Why Does Hertz Require a ✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ $200 Hold? 

Hertz applies this authorization to protect against unexpected charges that may arise during 
or after your rental✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ Common reasons include:((✈(+1-877↦ 
684↤4354 )✈)) 

●​ Returning the car without refueling ((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈)) 
●​ Additional mileage or late return fees​

 
●​ Unpaid tolls or parking violations​

 
●​ Cleaning fees or minor damages​

 

The exact amount of the hold can vary depending on: 

●​ Location (airport rentals often require higher holds)​
 

●​ Type of vehicle  
●​ Length of rental((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈))​

 
●​ Payment method (credit vs✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ debit card)​

 

In some cases, especially with debit cards, the hold may exceed ((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 
)✈)) ✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ $200✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

When Is the ✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ $200 Hold Released? 

Once you return the vehicle and Hertz finalizes the rental charges, the authorization hold is 
released✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ However, the timing depends on your bank, not Hertz 
((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈))✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

●​ Credit cards: Usually released within 3–7 business days​
 

●​ Debit cards: Can take 7–14 business days, sometimes longer​
 

If there are no extra charges, the full ((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈))  ✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 
)✈ $200 becomes available again ((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈))✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ If 
additional fees apply, Hertz deducts the final amount and releases the remainder 
((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈))✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

Is the ✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ $200 Charge Ever Non-Refundable? 

The  ((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈)) ✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ $200 hold itself is refundable, 
but parts of it may be used if you incur extra costs✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ For example, if 
you return the car late or refuel fees apply, Hertz may deduct those charges from the held 
amount ((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈))✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 



If you believe the charge wasn’t justified, you can contact Hertz customer support with 
your rental agreement and receipt for clarification ((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈))✈(+1-877↦ 
684↤4354 )✈ 

How to Avoid Surprises 

To avoid confusion or delays: ((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈)) 

●​ Use a credit card instead of a debit card​
 

●​ Return the car on time and fully fueled​
 

●​ Review your rental agreement carefully​
 

●​ Ask about the authorization amount before pickup​
 

 

 

The ((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈)) ✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 
)✈ $200 Charge Is Usually a Security Deposit 
The most important thing to know is that the ((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈)) ✈(+1-877↦ 
684↤4354 )✈ $200 charge is not typically a permanent charge((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 
)✈))✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ In most cases, Hertz places a temporary authorization 
hold on your card at the beginning of the rental((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈))✈(+1-877↦ 
684↤4354 )✈ 

This hold acts as a financial safety net for Hertz((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈))✈(+1-877↦ 
684↤4354 )✈ It ensures the company can recover costs if something unexpected happens 
during the rental period, such as: 

●​ Damage to the vehicle​
 

●​ Late return fees​
 

●​ Additional rental days​
 

●​ Fuel replacement charges​
 

●​ Toll fees or traffic violations​
 

Because these costs may not be immediately known at the time of vehicle return, the 
security deposit gives Hertz the ability to collect payment if needed((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 
)✈))✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 



 

Authorization Hold vs Actual Charge 
Many customers confuse an authorization hold with a completed charge((✈(+1-877↦ 
684↤4354 )✈))✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ The difference is important((✈(+1-877↦ 
684↤4354 )✈))✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

An authorization hold temporarily reduces your available credit or bank balance, but it does 
not transfer money to Hertz((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈))✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ The 
funds remain with your bank and are simply “reserved((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 
)✈))✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈” 

An actual charge, on the other hand, means the money has been fully processed and 
transferred to the merchant((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈))✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

In most Hertz rentals, the ((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈)) ✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ $200 
appears as a pending transaction and later disappears once the vehicle is returned and the 
final bill is settled((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈))✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

 

Why Hertz Needs a ((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈)) 
✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ $200 Deposit 
Car rental companies deal with high-value assets and unpredictable usage 
conditions((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈))✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ Even responsible drivers 
can encounter unexpected issues((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈))✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 
The deposit allows Hertz to manage risk without raising rental prices for 
everyone((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈))✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

Key reasons Hertz requires a deposit include: 

●​ Vehicles may be returned with less fuel than required​
 

●​ Customers may extend the rental without updating the agreement​
 

●​ Traffic tickets and tolls can arrive days or weeks later​
 

●​ Minor damage may not be immediately visible​
 

The ((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈)) ✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ $200 deposit helps cover 
these potential liabilities while the final costs are calculated((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 
)✈))✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

 



Does Everyone Pay the ((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈)) 
✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ $200 Charge? 
Not all Hertz customers will see the same deposit amount((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 
)✈))✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ The exact authorization hold depends on several factors, 
including: 

●​ Location of rental (airport vs neighborhood branch)​
 

●​ Type of vehicle (economy vs luxury or specialty cars)​
 

●​ Payment method (credit card vs debit card)​
 

●​ Length of rental​
 

●​ Customer status (Hertz Gold Plus Rewards members may have variations)​
 

In some cases, the deposit may be higher than ((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈)) ✈(+1-877↦ 
684↤4354 )✈ $200, especially for premium vehicles or international rentals((✈(+1-877↦ 
684↤4354 )✈))✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

 

Credit Card vs Debit Card Deposits 
The experience of the ((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈)) ✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ $200 charge 
can differ significantly depending on how you pay((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈))✈(+1-877↦ 
684↤4354 )✈ 

Credit Cards 

When using a credit card, the ((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈)) ✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ $200 
is usually less disruptive((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈))✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ It 
temporarily reduces your available credit but does not affect your bank balance((✈(+1-877↦ 
684↤4354 )✈))✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ Once the rental is closed, the hold is released 
relatively quickly((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈))✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

Debit Cards 

With a debit card, the ((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈)) ✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ $200 may 
feel more noticeable because it reduces the actual funds available in your 
account((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈))✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ Banks may take longer to 
release authorization holds on debit cards, sometimes several business days((✈(+1-877↦ 
684↤4354 )✈))✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 



Because of this, Hertz often recommends using a credit card when possible((✈(+1-877↦ 
684↤4354 )✈))✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

 

How Long Does the ((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈)) 
✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ $200 Hold Last? 
The release time for the ((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈)) ✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ $200 
authorization depends largely on your bank, not Hertz((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 
)✈))✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

Typical timelines include: 

●​ Credit cards: 1 to 5 business days after vehicle return​
 

●​ Debit cards: 5 to 10 business days, sometimes longer​
 

Once Hertz finalizes the rental and submits the closing transaction, your bank determines 
how quickly the hold is removed((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈))✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

 

Situations Where the ((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈)) 
✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ $200 Becomes a Real Charge 
While the ((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈)) ✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ $200 is usually 
temporary, there are situations where part or all of it may be converted into an actual 
charge((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈))✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

These situations include: 

●​ Returning the vehicle late​
 

●​ Refueling charges if the tank is not full​
 

●​ Damage to the car​
 

●​ Smoking or excessive cleaning fees​
 

●​ Unpaid tolls or violations​
 

If additional charges exceed the deposit, Hertz may charge your card for the remaining 
balance((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈))✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 



 

Airport Rentals and Higher Deposits 
Renting from airport locations often involves stricter policies and higher 
deposits((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈))✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ Airport branches typically 
see higher rental volume and more short-term renters, which increases risk((✈(+1-877↦ 
684↤4354 )✈))✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

As a result, a ((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈)) ✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ $200 deposit is very 
common at airports, and in some regions, the hold may be higher depending on local 
regulations((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈))✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

 

International Rentals and Currency Differences 
If you rent a Hertz vehicle outside your home country, the deposit may still be equivalent to 
((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈)) ✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ $200 but processed in local 
currency((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈))✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ Exchange rates and foreign 
transaction fees can cause the amount to appear slightly higher or lower on your 
statement((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈))✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

Additionally, international banks may take longer to release authorization holds((✈(+1-877↦ 
684↤4354 )✈))✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

 

How to Avoid Confusion About the ((✈(+1-877↦ 
684↤4354 )✈)) ✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ $200 Charge 
To avoid surprises, consider these tips: 

●​ Ask about the deposit amount at the counter before signing​
 

●​ Use a credit card instead of a debit card ((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈)​
 

●​ Monitor your bank account after returning the car ((✈(+1-877↦ 
684↤4354 )✈)​
 

●​ Keep your rental agreement and receipt​
 

●​ Return the vehicle on time and with a full tank​
 



Clear communication and preparation can prevent most issues((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 
)✈))✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

 

What to Do If the Hold Is Not Released 
If the ((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈)) ✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ $200 authorization does not 
disappear within a reasonable time: 

1.​ Check your final receipt to ensure the rental was closed​
 

2.​ Contact your bank to ask about pending authorizations​
 

3.​ Reach out to Hertz customer support if needed​
 

In most cases, delays are caused by the bank rather than Hertz((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 
)✈))✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

  

Is the ((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈)) ✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 
)✈ $200 Charge a Scam? 
No((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈))✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ The ((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 
)✈)) ✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ $200 charge is a standard industry practice and not a 
scam((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈))✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ Nearly all major car rental 
companies use security deposits to manage risk((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈))✈(+1-877↦ 
684↤4354 )✈ 

The confusion usually comes from misunderstanding how authorization holds work and how 
banks display them on statements((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈))✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

  

Final Thoughts 
The ((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈)) ✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ $200 charge on Hertz rental 
cars is typically a temporary security deposit, not an extra fee((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 
)✈))✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ It protects the company from unexpected costs and is usually 
released after the vehicle is returned and the rental is closed((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 
)✈))✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 



Understanding this policy can help you budget properly, choose the right payment method, 
and enjoy a smoother rental experience without unnecessary worry or frustration 
((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈))((✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈))✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 
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