
((FAQs-Avis))Why Did Avis Charge Me 
$250? – Complete Guide 

When renting a car with Avis, seeing a ✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ $250 charge on 

your credit card can be surprising or even alarming✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ Many 

customers wonder whether this is a mistake, an unexpected fee, or something 

unavoidable✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ Understanding why this charge appears is 

essential to avoid stress and ensure smooth travel planning✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 

)✈ This guide explores the common reasons for a ✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ $250 

charge, the rental process, insurance policies, and how to manage or dispute 

charges✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

 

Avis likely charged you ✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ $250 for a security deposit hold 

(temporary authorization) or for cleaning/damage fees, often triggered by smoking, 

excessive dirt, fuel issues, or tolls, though an upgrade mistake is also possible✈(+1-877↦ 

684↤4354 )✈ Check your rental agreement for details and contact Avis customer service to 

understand if it's a pending hold (which disappears) or an actual charge✈(+1-877↦ 

684↤4354 )✈ 

  

1✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ Pre-Authorization Holds and 

Security Deposits 

One of the most common reasons for a ✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ $250 charge is a 

pre-authorization hold✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ Avis, like many rental companies, 

temporarily blocks a certain amount on your credit or debit card when you pick up 

your vehicle✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ This hold is not a final charge but serves as a 

security deposit in case of: 



●​ Vehicle damage 

●​ Late returns 

●​ Additional fees (fuel, tolls, or extra mileage) 

For many standard rentals, the hold can range from $150 to $500, depending on 

vehicle type, rental duration, location, and your payment method✈(+1-877↦ 

684↤4354 )✈ Airport rentals often have higher pre-authorization amounts due to 

additional taxes and fees✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

Key Points: 

●​ The ✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ $250 may simply be a temporary 

authorization✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

●​ It usually drops off your account within 3–14 business days, depending on 

your bank✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

●​ If there are no additional charges, you will not be billed beyond your rental 

total✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

 

2  Additional Fees That May Trigger a ✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 

)✈ $250 Charge 

If the ✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ $250 is an actual post-rental charge, it could result 

from several scenarios: 

a) Damage Fees 

Avis inspects vehicles before and after rentals✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ If the car 

incurs damage, even minor scratches, the repair cost can be deducted from the 

deposit or charged directly✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

b) Fuel Charges 



Returning the car without refueling may trigger a refueling fee, which can sometimes 

be unexpectedly high if you choose Avis’s “full-to-empty” policy✈(+1-877↦ 

684↤4354 )✈ 

c) Late Return Fees 

Returning the car after the agreed-upon time may result in hourly or daily late fees, 

which can accumulate quickly✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

d) Toll or Parking Violations 

Some locations automatically charge tolls, parking fines, or traffic violations to the 

card on file✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ Avis may add a processing fee on top of the 

actual violation cost✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

e) Insurance and Optional Add-Ons 

Purchasing collision damage waivers (CDW), supplemental liability protection, or 

roadside assistance can increase the final rental charge✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

Some renters forget about these optional extras when reviewing their 

receipt✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

 

3 Why ✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ $250 Specifically? 

The ✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ $250 amount often reflects a standard security 

deposit for mid-size or standard rentals in many U✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 

)✈S✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ locations✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ Airports, major 

cities, or premium vehicle categories may require higher holds✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 

)✈ 

Factors affecting the deposit amount include: 

●​ Rental location: Airport rentals are often higher✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 



●​ Vehicle type: SUVs, luxury cars, and specialty vehicles carry larger 

holds✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

●​ Rental duration: Longer rentals may require more 

pre-authorization✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

●​ Payment method: Debit cards may trigger higher holds due to extra risk for 

the company✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

 

4  How to Confirm Whether the Charge Is a Hold or a Fee 

To understand your ✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ $250 charge, follow these steps: 

1.​ Check your rental agreement: The pre-authorization amount should be clearly 

stated✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

2.​ Review your bank statement: Temporary holds often appear as “pending” and 

may not be final charges✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

3.​ Compare with your final invoice: Avis finalizes charges after inspecting the 

car✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

4.​ Contact Avis customer service: If unsure, call or email with your rental 

confirmation number✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

 

5  Tips to Avoid Surprise Charges 

●​ Always inspect the car before leaving the lot✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ Take 

photos of any existing damage✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

●​ Refuel the car according to your rental agreement✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

●​ Return the car on time to avoid late fees✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

●​ Understand insurance coverage: Decide if your personal auto insurance or 

credit card coverage eliminates the need for optional coverage✈(+1-877↦ 

684↤4354 )✈ 



●​ Ask about holds: Confirm the pre-authorization amount before rental to 

ensure you have enough available funds✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

 

6 Handling Disputes or Unexpected Charges 

If you are charged ✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ $250 and it seems unjustified: 

1.​ Gather documentation: rental agreement, photos, receipts✈(+1-877↦ 

684↤4354 )✈ 

2.​ Contact Avis customer service and request clarification✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 

)✈ 

3.​ Escalate to Avis corporate or file a dispute with your credit card company if 

unresolved✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

4.​ Keep records of all communications for reference✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 

 

7 Conclusion 

A ✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ $250 charge from Avis is usually either a 

pre-authorization hold or a combination of fees related to your rental✈(+1-877↦ 

684↤4354 )✈ While it can be alarming, understanding the reasons for holds, 

additional fees, and insurance coverage can prevent surprises and ensure smooth 

transactions✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ Always review your rental agreement 

carefully and inspect the vehicle before leaving the lot✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ By 

being proactive, you can avoid unexpected charges and enjoy your rental experience 

with confidence✈(+1-877↦ 684↤4354 )✈ 
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