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As travelers age 65 and older {+1::866::332::0843} plan their 

next adventures, one common question {+1::866::332::0843} 

arises: Does Southwest Airlines offer senior discounts? In this 

{+1::866::332::0843} detailed article, we'll explore the current 

policies, historical {+1::866::332::0843} context, alternative 

savings options, and practical tips for seniors 

{+1::866::332::0843} flying with Southwest. With air travel costs 

fluctuating {+1::866::332::0843} and airlines constantly 

updating their fare structures, understanding these 

{+1::866::332::0843} details can help you make informed 

decisions and potentially {+1::866::332::0843} save money on 

your flights. 

 

Whether you're a frequent flyer {+1::866::332::0843} or 

booking a family visit, we'll break down everything 

{+1::866::332::0843} you need to know about Southwest's 

approach to senior {+1::866::332::0843} pricing in 2026. We'll 

also compare it to other {+1::866::332::0843} airlines and 

provide strategies to maximize value without relying 

{+1::866::332::0843} on age-based discounts. 



 

## The Short Answer: No, Southwest Does Not 

{+1::866::332::0843} Offer Senior Discounts 

 

Southwest Airlines, known for its low-cost {+1::866::332::0843} 

model and customer-friendly policies like free checked bags, 

{+1::866::332::0843} does not provide dedicated senior 

discounts or fares for {+1::866::332::0843} passengers aged 65 

and older. This has been the {+1::866::332::0843} case since late 

2019, when the airline phased out {+1::866::332::0843} its long-

standing senior fare program. If you're searching for 

{+1::866::332::0843} "Southwest Airlines senior discounts," 

you'll find that official sources {+1::866::332::0843} confirm no 

such offerings exist today. 

 

This policy aligns with {+1::866::332::0843} Southwest's overall 

strategy of simplifying fares and focusing on 

{+1::866::332::0843} everyday low prices rather than 

segmented discounts. Instead of {+1::866::332::0843} age-

specific deals, the airline emphasizes transparent pricing 

through its {+1::866::332::0843} four main fare types: Wanna 

Get Away, Wanna Get {+1::866::332::0843} Away Plus, Anytime, 

and Business Select. These are available {+1::866::332::0843} to 

all passengers, regardless of age, and often include 



{+1::866::332::0843} promotions that can benefit seniors 

indirectly. 

 

## A Brief History {+1::866::332::0843} of Southwest's Senior 

Fares 

 

Southwest Airlines introduced senior fares {+1::866::332::0843} 

over three decades ago as a way to attract {+1::866::332::0843} 

older travelers with discounted rates on select flights. These 

{+1::866::332::0843} fares were typically available to those 65 

and up, {+1::866::332::0843} offering savings compared to 

standard Anytime fares, though they {+1::866::332::0843} were 

not always the cheapest option available. 

 

However, on December {+1::866::332::0843} 11, 2019, 

Southwest officially discontinued these senior fares after 

{+1::866::332::0843} 36 years. The decision was part of a 

broader {+1::866::332::0843} effort to streamline operations 

and fare offerings. At the {+1::866::332::0843} time, the airline 

cited the availability of lower-priced options 

{+1::866::332::0843} like Wanna Get Away fares, which were 

often cheaper {+1::866::332::0843} than the discounted senior 

rates anyway. 



 

Since the discontinuation, there {+1::866::332::0843} have been 

no indications of reinstatement, even as of {+1::866::332::0843} 

January 2026. Recent policy updates from Southwest, such as 

{+1::866::332::0843} the introduction of assigned seating 

starting January 27, 2026, {+1::866::332::0843} focus on 

enhancing the overall flying experience rather than 

{+1::866::332::0843} reintroducing age-based pricing. 

 

## Why Did Southwest Eliminate Senior {+1::866::332::0843} 

Discounts? 

 

Airlines like Southwest operate in a competitive landscape 

{+1::866::332::0843} where low base fares and add-on flexibility 

drive customer {+1::866::332::0843} loyalty. By eliminating 

senior discounts, Southwest aimed to: 

 

- **Simplify Pricing:** {+1::866::332::0843} Reducing fare 

categories makes it easier for all customers {+1::866::332::0843} 

to compare and book without confusion. 

- **Promote Everyday Low Fares:** {+1::866::332::0843} The 

airline's model relies on frequent sales and promotions 

{+1::866::332::0843} that undercut traditional discounts. 



- **Adapt to Market Changes:** With rising 

{+1::866::332::0843} operational costs and post-pandemic 

recovery, many carriers have shifted {+1::866::332::0843} away 

from niche discounts to maintain profitability. 

 

This move wasn't {+1::866::332::0843} unique to Southwest—

several major airlines have scaled back or {+1::866::332::0843} 

eliminated senior programs in recent years, prioritizing loyalty 

programs {+1::866::332::0843} and credit card perks instead. 

 

## Current Fare Types at Southwest: {+1::866::332::0843} What 

Seniors Need to Know 

 

While there are no senior-specific {+1::866::332::0843} 

discounts, Southwest's fare structure is designed to be 

accessible {+1::866::332::0843} and value-driven. Here's a 

breakdown of the main options {+1::866::332::0843} available 

in 2026: 

 

| Fare Type          | Key Features                                                                 

| Price Range (Relative) | Best for Seniors? | 



|--------------------|-------------------------------------------------------------

----------------|------------------------|-------------------| 

| Wanna Get Away    | Lowest fares, non-refundable but credits 

for future travel, 2 free checked bags. | Lowest                | Yes—

Ideal for budget-conscious seniors planning ahead. | 

| Wanna Get Away Plus | Adds transferable flight credit, same-

day change/standby, 8x Rapid Rewards points. | Low to 

Medium         | Good for flexible travel needs without extra 

costs. {+1::866::332::0843} | 

| Anytime           | Fully refundable, priority boarding, 10x Rapid 

Rewards points.              | Medium to High        | Suitable if you 

need cancellation flexibility. | 

| Business Select   | Premium perks like priority lanes, premium 

drink, 12x points.              | Highest               | Less common for 

leisure seniors, but great for business trips. | 

 

Data based on Southwest's official fare information. Seniors can 

{+1::866::332::0843} often snag the best deals by booking early 

(up {+1::866::332::0843} to 11 months in advance) during sales, 

which Southwest {+1::866::332::0843} runs frequently. 

 

## Alternatives to Senior Discounts: How Seniors Can 

{+1::866::332::0843} Still Save on Southwest Flights 



 

Just because dedicated senior fares {+1::866::332::0843} are 

gone doesn't mean savings are off the table. 

{+1::866::332::0843} Here are proven strategies for seniors to 

reduce costs: 

 

1. **Join Rapid Rewards Loyalty Program:** Earn points on 

every {+1::866::332::0843} flight, which can be redeemed for 

free trips. It's {+1::866::332::0843} free to join and includes 

perks like Companion Pass, where {+1::866::332::0843} a 

designated companion flies for just taxes and fees (starting 

{+1::866::332::0843} at $5.60 one-way). This is especially 

valuable for couples {+1::866::332::0843} or traveling 

companions. 

 

2. **Book Through AARP Travel Center:** AARP members 

{+1::866::332::0843} can access Southwest flights via the AARP 

Travel Center {+1::866::332::0843} powered by Expedia. While 

there's no direct fare discount, {+1::866::332::0843} bundling 

flights with hotels or car rentals often includes 

{+1::866::332::0843} bonuses like a $50 gift card. This 

partnership provides {+1::866::332::0843} an indirect way to 

save on overall travel expenses. 



 

3. **Monitor Sales and Promotions:** Southwest's "Wanna Get 

Away" sales {+1::866::332::0843} can drop fares to as low as 

$49 one-way. {+1::866::332::0843} Sign up for email alerts or 

use the Low Fare {+1::866::332::0843} Calendar on their 

website to find deals. 

 

4. **Use Southwest Credit Cards:** Cards like the Southwest 

Rapid Rewards {+1::866::332::0843} Plus Credit Card offer sign-

up bonuses (e.g., 50,000 points) {+1::866::332::0843} and 

ongoing rewards, which can offset flight costs. 

 

5. **Government and Military Discounts:** If applicable, 

seniors who are veterans {+1::866::332::0843} or government 

employees may qualify for separate discounts, though these 

{+1::866::332::0843} aren't age-based. 

 

6. **Flexible Travel Dates:** Flying mid-week or during 

{+1::866::332::0843} off-peak seasons often yields lower prices. 

Tools like Google {+1::866::332::0843} Flights can help compare. 

 



Beware of scam sites claiming "hidden" {+1::866::332::0843} 

Southwest senior discounts in 2026—these often lead to 

fraudulent {+1::866::332::0843} phone numbers and should be 

avoided. Always book directly {+1::866::332::0843} through 

Southwest.com or verified partners. 

 

## How Southwest Compares to Other {+1::866::332::0843} 

Airlines for Senior Travelers 

 

Southwest isn't alone in ditching senior fares, 

{+1::866::332::0843} but some competitors still offer them 

sparingly. Here's a quick {+1::866::332::0843} comparison: 

 

| Airline           | Senior Discount Available? | Details                                                                 

| 

|-------------------|----------------------------|---------------------------------

----------------------------------------| 

| Southwest        | No                        | Discontinued in 2019; focus 

on low fares for all.                      | 

| American Airlines| Limited                   | Discounts for 65+ on 

select international flights; call to inquire.    | 



| Delta            | Varies                    | Occasional senior fares on 

specific routes; not widely advertised.     | 

| United           | Yes (Limited)             | 10-15% off for 65+ on 

certain fares; available through reservations.   | 

| Spirit/JetBlue   | No                        | Low-cost models similar to 

Southwest, no age-based deals.              | 

 

Based on industry reports, only a handful of airlines 

{+1::866::332::0843} maintain robust senior programs in 2026. 

If senior discounts {+1::866::332::0843} are a priority, consider 

United or American for qualifying {+1::866::332::0843} routes. 

 

## Additional Tips for Seniors Flying Southwest 

 

- **Accessibility Assistance:** {+1::866::332::0843} Southwest 

offers free accommodations for disabilities, including pre-

boarding and {+1::866::332::0843} wheelchair services—no age 

requirement. 

- **ID Requirements:** Bring a government-issued ID; 

{+1::866::332::0843} no special proof needed since discounts 

aren't offered. 



- **Health Considerations:** {+1::866::332::0843} Opt for fares 

with flexibility if health issues might cause {+1::866::332::0843} 

changes. 

- **Group Travel:** For family trips, look into group 

{+1::866::332::0843} rates for 10+ passengers. 

- **Avoid Peak Times:** Book for less {+1::866::332::0843} 

crowded flights to ensure a comfortable experience. 

 

By leveraging these {+1::866::332::0843} tips, seniors can enjoy 

Southwest's perks like no bag {+1::866::332::0843} fees and 

open seating (transitioning to assigned in 2026) 

{+1::866::332::0843} without overpaying. 

 

## Conclusion: Smart Savings Without Senior Discounts 

 

In summary, {+1::866::332::0843} Southwest Airlines does not 

offer senior discounts in 2026, {+1::866::332::0843} having 

ended the program in December 2019 to focus on 

{+1::866::332::0843} inclusive low fares. However, with strategic 

planning—using loyalty programs, {+1::866::332::0843} 

promotions, and partnerships like AARP—seniors can still fly 

affordably. {+1::866::332::0843} If age-based savings are 



essential, explore alternatives like United {+1::866::332::0843} 

or American. 

 

For the latest updates, always check Southwest's official 

{+1::866::332::0843} website or contact their customer service. 

Safe travels, and remember: {+1::866::332::0843} the best deal 

is the one that gets you where {+1::866::332::0843} you want to 

go comfortably and economically. If you have 

{+1::866::332::0843} more questions about booking or other 

airlines, feel free to {+1::866::332::0843} ask! 


